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Insect Survey 2025



1.1 Summary

This report summarises the results of survey work to record the terrestrial insect species present at Stanpit
Marsh and Priory Marsh, Christchurch, Dorset. This survey replicates a similar one undertaken in 2021
(Pinchen 2021).

Six visits were made, one each in April to September 2025 to record terrestrial insects in a number of orders.

Survey involved sweep-netting the available vegetation and some direct searching for species at vegetation
across the whole site. Insect groups covered by the survey are presented in Section 1.3.

Tables showing the species recorded at Stanpit Marsh are presented in Section 1.4.1, species recorded at
Priory Marsh are presented in Section 1.4.2.

Species were identified in the field wherever possible, but due to identification difficulties with some species,
some were retained and identified with the aid of a microscope. Reference material has been retained

in the collection of the surveyor, surplus material has/will be donated to the collections of the National
Biodiversity Data Centre, Waterford, Eire and/or Portsmouth City Museum Service. Twenty one species that
had not been recorded during the 2021 survey were recorded on stanpit Marsh, while eleven species were
recorded on Priory Marsh that had not been recorded during the 202 1survey, amongst these ‘new’ species
were a number of Nationally Scarce species as well as a number of more common and widespread species.

Twelve Nationally Scarce and two BAP (Section 41) species were recorded, details of these species are
presented in Section 1.5.

An overview of the results is presented in Section 1.6.

This survey was commissioned and funded by the Friends of Stanpit Marsh and Christchurch Harbour
Ornithological Group.



1.2 Introduction

Stanpit Marsh is a 45 hectare coastal grassland/grazing marsh with reedbed, scrub, hard-grazed short
grassland, Priory Marsh which is adjacent to Stanpit Marsh, is 12 hectares of similar grazing marsh of
generally longer sward height located in Christchurch harbour, Dorset. The central Grid Reference for
Stanpit Marsh is SZ168921.

The major habitats available are the unimproved lowland coastal grassland which in places is dry and others
wet at certain times of the year. Both survey areas are subject to tidal inudations during high spring tide
events.

Previously, survey of the terrestrial insects was undertaken in 2021 (Pinchen). This current survey repeats
this earlier survey. Twenty one species which had not been recorded on Stanpit Marsh during the 2021
survey were recorded during this current survey, in addition to this, eleven species which had not been
recorded on Priory Marsh during the 2021 survey were recorded during this survey, highlighting the
importance of undertaking regular surveys.

Six visits were made to record the terrestrial insects during 2025. The data collected forms the basis of this
report. Survey visits were undertaken on 30th April, 23rd May, 19th June, 30th July, 26th August and 19th
September 2025.

Survey involved sweep-netting the available vegetation and some direct searching at flowers with a standard
sweep/insect net. Some survey of the terrestrial and aquatic insects has previously also been undertaken in
the past and as a result a good data set of species has been accumulated. A regular butterfly transect is also
walked.

Twelve Nationally Scarce and two BAP (Section 41) species were recorded during this survey.

Weather conditions throughout the survey period were rather good with the summer being largely warm and
dry throughout the survey period. The spring and early summer were the reportedly warmest and driest on
record. On the whole the summer of 2025 was rather poor for insects in general with many common and
widespread species being notable for their absence in many places (pers obs), this may have been as a result
of the prolonged warm dry weather experienced, which followed a rather wet mild winter.



1.3 Survey Groups and Methodology

Survey was largely undertaken by means of sweep-netting the vegetation with the aim of dislodging species
resting on foliage or feeding at flowers. Occasionally direct searching (where species with known plant
hosts may be present) was employed as the main survey technique. Some species, such as the lepidoptera
(butterflies) and odonata (dragonflies and damselflies) were primarily recorded flying through/around the
survey areas. Without thorough searches for their larval stages many species in these groups, it is often
difficult to determine which are breeding on site and those which are casual users of the site for feeding,
roosting or hibernating.

The following insect groups were surveyed/recorded and their reason for attention in this survey highlighted:

Mecoptera: Scorpion flies
Only three species are recorded in Britain all can be found in most habitats, adults are often recorded in
abundance. Larvae feed on decaying matter.

Neuroptera: Lacewings and allies
The majority of species are aphid feeders in their larval stage, adults can usually be found resting on
vegetation during the day.

Odonata: Dragonflies and Damselflies

All species develop in watercourses where they are predatory on other invertebrates. Adult males fly long
distances, often away from water to feed, females often stay close to water courses and pools. While adults
are easy to record in any habitat, breeding on a site can only be proven if searches are made for the larval
stages or exuviae.

Orthoptera: Bush Crickets and Grasshoppers and allies
Many species are specific to grassland habitats with some scrub element.

Dictyoptera: Cockroaches
Thee native species, all relatively scarce and without widespread distibutions, all can be found in a range of
habitats.

Heteroptera: True Bugs (terrestrial species)
Many species in this group are host plant specific where they feed on plant sap, a number of species are
predatory on other insects, they are best surveyed by sweep-netting vegetation.

Trichoptera: Caddisflies
All species are aquatic in their larval stage with adults flying in suitable terrestrial habitat nearby.

Lepidoptera: Butterflies
A number of species are specific to grassland habitat but are usually reliant on established and relatively
undisturbed habitats, all species were recorded on a casual basis.

Diptera: Hoverflies
A number of species are specific to wetland, grassland and scrub habitats but the majority are generalist in
their habitats.

Diptera: Larger Brachycera (Snipeflies, Horseflies, Soldierflies, Robberflies and Beeflies)
A number of species are specific to wetland habitats. In the larval stages they live either as parasites in and
on other insects, within decaying plant matter or in mud.



Diptera: Snail-killing Flies
All of the species feed within the shells of specific snail species and occasionally slugs, usually in wetland
habitats, only a few species live in drier habitats where they develop in terrestrial snails and/or slugs.

Diptera: Picture-winged Flies
All of the species are plant host specific developing as maggots within plant stems, flowerheads or seed
heads often relatively easy to sweep-net.

Diptera: Conopid Flies(Beegrabbers)
All of the species in this family parasitise solitary and social bees and wasps, either at their nest sites or by
searching for adults foraging at flowers.

Diptera: Tachinid Flies
All of the species are parasites that spend their larval stages feeding within or on other insects e.g.
lepidoptera caterpillars and shieldbugs.

Hymenoptera: Aculeates

Many bee, ant and wasp species nest in bare soils in warm sunny locations, each female bee or wasp
excavates a series of burrows to provision them with nectar and/or pollen or live prey for their growing
larvae to feed on. All bee and wasp species generally visit flowers for nectar or pollen, while many
species also feed on terrestrial invertebrateswhich are captured at flowers. Ants often nest in warm, highly
thermophilic sites in grassland or bare and sparsely vegetated substrates.

Coleoptera: Only a limited number of coleoptera groups were surveyed for, these were Ladybirds.
Soldier Beetles, Malachite Beetles, Click Beetles and Longhorn Beetles, other beetle groups were
encountered during the survey.

Ladybirds
Ladybirds occur in a range of habitats with few species being specific to this habitat. Due to the ease of
recording and identifying the many members of this group they were recorded on a casual basis.

Soldier Beetles
This group of mainly predatory species contain a number of brightly-coloured adults which can be found
often in numbers at flowers and are often encountered in sweep-net samples.

Malachite Beetles
A small group of attractively coloured beetles that are predatory as larvae but feed on pollen as adults, they
are often common in sweep-net samples.

Longhorn Beetles
A large group of often brightly coloured beetles that in most species develop as larvae inside dead timber or
plant stems. Adults are often encountered nectaring at flowers.



1.4. Species Recorded

The following tables show all insects recorded during the survey. The species lists and nomenclature
follow the most recently available checklists for each group. The species lists also include a few name
changes since the 2021 survey. As a prelude to the species lists notes on the habitat and plants flowering

in each survey area are provided. The hoverfly checklist is currently in the process of being reorganised so
for ease, species are presented here in alphabetical order. Species marked with an asterisk (*) are Red Data
Book or Nationally Scarce and details of these can be found in Section 1.5.

1.4.1 Stanpit Marsh

Major forage resources (nectar and pollen) available across the marsh during the first two months of the
survey period were limited in number and quantity and comprised Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale agg.),
buttercup (Ranunculus sp,), Daisy (Bellis perennis), Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria), Red Dead
Nettle (Lamium purpureum) Gorse (Ulex europaeus), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Comfrey (Symphytum
officinale), Common Scurvygrass (Cochlearia officinalis), Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris), Yellow
Flag(Iris pseudacorus), Celery-leaved Buttercup (Ranunculus sceleratus), Hawthorn (Crategus monogyna),
Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), ragwort (Senecio sp,), Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata)
and yellow composites (Crepis sp, Hieraceum sp, Hypochoeris sp, Leotodon sp,). During the middle two
months, Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), Fleabane (Pulica dysentericae), Water Mint (Mentha aquatica),
Gypsywort (Lycopous europaeus), ragwort (Senecio sp,) Sea Aster (Tripolium pannonicum), Sea Lavender
(Limonium sp,) Celery-leaved Buttercup, Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), Silverweed (Potentilla
anserina) and yellow composites (Crepis sp, Hieraceum sp, Hypochoeris sp, Leotodon sp,) were the
dominant forage resources but were only available in limited quantity due to the dry parched nature of
much of the sward particularly on the drier parts of the marsh. During the final two months of the survey
forage resources were limited to small amounts of Water Mint, Sea Aster, Fleabane and a few yellow
composites(Crepis sp, Hieraceum sp, Hypochoeris sp, Leotodon sp,). Ponies were grazing the whole survey
area throughout the survey period.

Group/ 30 (19 30 30 26 19
Visit Date Apr | May [ Jun | Jul | Aug [ Sept
Neuroptera: Lacewings
Chrysoperla carnea 1 1
Odonata: Damselflies
[schnura elegans 3
ragonflies
Unax imperator 1
Libellula fulva* 14
Yeshna mixta 1 1
Sympetrum striolatum 1
Orthoptera: Bush Crickets
Conocephalus fuscus many| many| many
Conocephalus dorsalis many| many
Pholidoptera griseoaptera many
[ettigonia viridissima 2
Roeseliana roeselii many| many| many| many
Grasshoppers
Pseudochorthippus parallelus many | many| many| many| many| many




Group/
Visit Date

30
Apr

19

30
Jun

30
Jul

20
Aug

19
Sept

Chorthippus albomarginatus

many

many

many

many

Chorthippus brunneus

many

many

many

Dictyoptera: Cockroaches

Fctobius panzeri*

1J

Trichoptera; Caddisflies

L imnophilus affinis

Heteroptera: True Bugs

Capsus ater

[ vgus rugulipennis

many

Stenodema calcarata

many

many

many

Macrotylus solitarius

many

Plagiognathus arbustorum

many

[ eptopterna dolobrata

many

Closterotomus norwegicus

many

Orthops campestris

Notostira elongata

many

many

Nysius senecionis

many

Kleidocerys resedae

many

Coreus marginatus

many|

many

[.epidoptera: Butterflies

Gonepteryx rhamni

Pieris brassicae

many

many

many

Pieris rapae

many

Unthocharis cardamines

[ vcaena phlaeus

Vanessa atalanta

A glais urticae

Pararge aegeria

Pyronia tithonus

many

Maniola jurtina

many

many

many

Coenonympha pamphilus*

Moths

labonia geofrella

lyria jacobaeae

Diptera: Hoverflies

Fpisyrphus balteatus

many

many

Fristalinus sephulchralis

Eristalis tenax

manyj

many

many

Fupeodes corollae

Dasysyrphus albistriatus

Helophilus pendulus

Helophilus trivittatus

VMelanostoma mellinum

Platycheirus albimanus

Sphaerophoria scripta

Syritta pipiens

Syrphus ribesii

| —

Volucella zonaria*

19

Diptera: Larger Brachycera

Chloromyia formosa

many|

many

Microchrysa flavicornis




sroup/ 30 25 19 30 260 19
Visit Date Apr |May | Jun [Jul | Aug | Sept
Nemotelus notatus many | many
Nemotelus uliginosus many | many
Oplodontha viridula many
Stratiomys singularior* 14
Haematopota bigoti* many
Haematopota grandis™ many
[aematopota pluvialis many | many| 1
Machimus cingulatus 1
[ eptogaster cylindrica many
Tachinid flies
Eriothrix rufomaculata 10
Diptera: Snail-killing flies
Colobaea bifasciella™ 134
Pherbellia cinerella many many many
Pherbellia ventralis many
Tetanocera arrogans 2
Picture-winged Flies
Vyopites inulaedyssentericae™ 20
Tephritis vespertina many
Hymenoptera; Aculeates
Social Wasps
Vespula vulgaris 5 10
Vespula germanica Iw
Ants
L asius alienus many | many | many
L asius niger many many | many| many| many
Formica fusca many

olitary Wasps
Oxybelus uniglumis 19 19
F'ctemnius cephalotes 19
Cerceris arenaria 5 29 19
Philanthus triangulum 19 19
Solitary Bees
Colletes halophilus* 1Q 1Q
[ asioglossum calceatum 10
Halictus tumulorum many
[ asioglossum leucozonium 5
Undrena flavipes 5
Undrena haemorrhoa 19
Undrena willkella 3Q
Dasypoda hirtipes* 20
Nomada panzeri 19
Social Bees
Bombus hortorum 2q
Bombus humilis* 2q 2w 141w
Bombus lapidarius many
Bombus lucorum/terrestris™ many 2w | many
Bombus pascuorum many | many| many | many Iw
Bombus rupestris* 14
Bombus terrestris many
4 pis mellifera many | many| many| many




Group/ 30 23 19 30 26 19
Visit Date Apr [(May| Jun | Jul [Aug | Sept
Coleoptera: Soldier Beetles

Cantharis pallida 3 2

Cantharis flavilabris many

Cantharis rustica 2

Rhagonycha fulva many

Ladybirds

Anisosticta 19-punctata many many
Propylea 14-punctata 1

Tytthaspis 16-punctata many many

Coccinella 7-punctata many| many

1.4.2 Priory Marsh

Dominant forage resources (nectar and pollen) available across the marsh during the first two months of

the survey period were limited in number and quantity but comprised Dandelion, Marsh Marigold, Yellow
Flag, buttercup (Ranunuculus sp,) , Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpiodes), Celery-leaved Buttercup
and ragwort (Senecio sp,) During the middle two months ragwort (Senecio sp,) and Celery-leaved Buttercup
were the dominant forage reources. During the final two months there were few forage resources available
save for a few large stands of Water Mint. Cattle were grazing the whole survey area from the time of the
May visit right through to the end of the survey in September but appeared to have no major impact on the
availability of forage resources.

Group/ 30 23 19 30 26 19
Visit Date Apr (May | Jun | Jul | Aug |[Sept
Odonata:Dragonflies
Aeshna mixta 1 1 2
Orthoptera: Grasshoppers
Omocestus viridulus I
Pseudochorthippus parallelus many many
Chorthippus albomarginatus many many | many
Bush Crickets
Conocephalus fuscus many [ many
Conocephalus dorsalis many| many
[Cepidoptera: Butterflies
Pieris brassicae 2 2 many
Pararge aegeria 2
Maniola jurtina many
[Heteroptera: True Bugs
Ischnodemus sabuleti 2
Stenodema calcarata many
[ .eptopterna dolobrata many




sroup/ R]l) 25 19 R]l) 20 19

Visit Date Apr [May |Jun [Jul | Aug [ Sept
elia acuminata 1

Diptera: Hoverflies

Fpisyrphus balteatus 1

Fristalis intricarius 2

Fristalis tenax many

Helophilus pendulus 1

Platycheirus peltatus 1

Sphaerophoria scripta 1

Larger Brahycera
Beris vallata

Stratiomys singularior*® 14
Odontomyia tigrina* 14
Oplodontha viridula 5
Nemotelus notatatus many
emotelus uliginosus many
Machimus cingulatus 1
Diptera: Snail-killing flies
[ imnia unguicornis 1
ymenoptera:
Ants
L asius niger many | many | many [ many | many| many
Social Wasps
Vespula vulearis many| many
Solitary Bees
Unthophora bimaculata 19

Social Bees
Bombus hortorum
Bombus humilis* 1w
Bombus lapidarius many
Bombus lucorum/terrestris™ many many| many
Sombus pascuorum many| Iw
bombus terrestris nmanyo
4 pis mellifera many | many| many
Coleoptera: Ladybirds
Coccidula rufa many | many
nisosticta 19-punctata many many
Tytthaspis 16-punctata 1
Coccinella 7-punctata many
Soldier Beetles
Cantharis flavilabris many
Rhagonycha fulva many
Malachite Beetles
Malachius bipusulatus many

Note: Bombus lucorum/terrestris™ these two species can only be separated when queens or males are seen,
workers are indistinguisable.



1.5 Red Data Book, Nationally Scarce, BAP Priority/Section 41 Species Recorded

Twelve Nationally Scarce and two BAP/Section 41 Priority species were recorded during the survey.
Details of their national statuses are taken from the national reviews listed in the referencs in Section 1.9. A
desvription of these ratings is given at the end of this text in Section 1.5.1

It must be borne in mind that the national status reviews for hymenoptera and heteroptera are a little old and
in need of review, hence some species may now no longer be considered as Red Data Book or Nationally
Scarce species. A new status review of the Larger Brachycera (Drake 2017) has re-categorised a number of
species (indicated with an asterisk*) - see note below.

Odonata: Dragonflies

Scarce Chaser Libellula fulva (Nationally Scarce)

A species of lush floodplains, watermeadows and neutral or base-rich, slow-flowing rivers and dykes. In
recent years this species has spread to lowland lakes and gravel pits quite widely across southern England.
Adult males can be quite territorial at their breeding sites. A species which has been increasingly spreading
northwards in recent years. The Christchurch area has been a stronghold for this species for many years. A
single male was seen on Stanpit Marsh on 30th June.

Dictyoptera: Cockroaches

Lesser Cockroach Ectobius panzeri (Nationally Scarce B)

Native in southern coastal areas and on some inland heaths and chalk grasslands. Typically occurring on
sandy and shingle habitats. A single male was found beneath a piece of driftwood on the southern edge of
the North Scrubs during the visit on 30th April.

Diptera: Hoverflies

Hornet Hoverfly Volucella zonaria (Nationally Scarce)

Larvae are scavengers and predators in the nests of social wasps where they probably feed on larvae and
pupae. A recent colonist in the UK which has been spreading rapidly across much of Britain. A single
female was seen nectaring at Water Mint flowers on the west side of the marsh on 26th August.

Diptera: Soldierflies

Flecked General Stratiomys singularior (Nationally Scarce)*

Recorded widely from coastal sites typically from southern counties, typically where brackish conditions
exist. Larvae develop on ditches and ponds where they live amongst dense floating vegetation in the
shallow water margins. A single male swept from vegetation on the western edge of the North Scrubs during
the visit on 30th April and one also swept on Priory Marsh on 23rd May.



Black Colonel Odontomyia tigrina (Nationally Scarce)*
Recorded from scattered localities in southern counties with a few records from Wales and Scotland. Adults
are found at the margins of ponds and ditches typically those with floating and emergent vegetation. Larvae

are aquatic and develop amongst submerged vegetation. A single male was recorded in Priory Marsh on
23rd May.

Diptera: Snail-killing flies

A Snail-killing fly Colobaea bifasciella (Nationally Scarce)

Recorded from scattered localities throughout England and Wales but nowhere common. Adults are found
in a range of habitats including woodland edges and the edges of ponds and open water. Larvae develop as
parasitoids of the aquatic Lymnaea sp, snails. A male was swept from the short vegetation and bare ground
on the western side of Stanpit marsh between the Iron Boat and the Purewell Stream on 26th August.

Diptera: Horseflies

Big-spotted Cleg Haematopota bigoti Nationally Scarce)

A species of southern saltmarshes and coastal grazing marshes, occurring northwards to Yorkshire. Larvae
are thought to be predators of invertebrates in saline soil. Recorded in numbers on both Stanpit and Priory
Marshes during the visit on 30th July.

Long-horned Cleg Haematopota grandis ( Nationally Scarce)

A species of southern coastal grasslands and marshes. Larvae are thought to be predatory on soil-borne
invertbrates in damp soil. Recorded in numbers (particularly females in search of a blood meal) on both
Stanpit and Priory Marshes during the visit on 30th July.

Hymenoptera: Solitary Bees

Sea Aster Bee Colletes halophilus (BAP/Section 41)

Confined to costal sites in England extending from Dorset to Lincolnshire with a strong bias to the south-
east. This species inhabits the upper margins of saltmarshes and coastal grazing marshes where it nests

in bare and sparsely vegetated soil. Sea Aster is the main forage resource. Christchurch harbour is at the
western end of the British distribution. A single female was recorded foraging at Sea Aster on Stanpit Marsh
during the visit on 30th July while other single females were seen at Sea Aster flowers on the North Marsh
on 26th August and 19th September.

Pantaloon Bee Dasypoda hirtipes (Nationally Scarce B)

Widely recorded in southern England but also occurring as far north as Lancashire and Cheshire. This
species generally occurs in sandy coastal locations, especially on stabilised dunes. Nesting aggregations
are in bare or sparsely vegetated sandy soil in sunny, exposed situations. Females obtain pollen solely from
yellow composites. A number of both sexes were seen foraging at Fleabane along the footpath between the
car park and the visitor pod during the visit on 30th July with others being seen elsewhere across Stanpit
Marsh on the same date.



Hymenoptera: Social Bees
Brown-banded Carder Bee Bombus humilis (BAP/Section41)

One of a number of bumblebee species that has declined during the past thirty years due to loss of extensive
areas of foraging habitat. This species is more typically associated with dry grassland and heathland areas.
This species, along with all other bumblebees has a need for forage resources (pollen and nectar) to be
available from March through to October. Two queens were observed warming themselves up in the early
sunshine along the footpath between the car park and the visitor pod during the visit on 23rd May having
presumably recently emerged from hibernation, suggesting successful nest completion in the immediate
vicinity of the marsh during 2024. Two workers were seen on Stanpit marsh during the visit on 30th July,
suggesting successful nest foundation in the vicinity of the marsh during 2025 A single worker was also
seen on Priory Marsh on 30th July.

Red-tailed Cuckoo Bee Bombus rupestris (Nationally Scarce B)

Widely recorded in England and Wales in a wide range of flower-rich habitats. This species is a social
parasite in the nest of the common and widespread Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius. Both the host
and the cuckoo require areas with a wide variety of flower species in continuity from March to September.
Numbers of the parasite fluctuate according to the abundance of the host. This species is currently enjoying
a period of population expansion (pers obs). The host bumblebee was by no means the commonest species
recorded during the survey, only a handful of specimens of this typically abundant species were recorded
during the survey (which was reflected elewhere in oher southern sites visited during 2025 after a poor year
for the species in 2024 pers obs). A single male B. rupestris was observed at the flowers of Water Mint on
the western side of Stanpit Marsh during the visit on 30th July suggesting successful nest completion in the
vicinity of the site.

1.5.1 Explanation of rarity ratings

(all species except the Larger Brachycera - see note below)

Red Data Book 1 Endangered; currently known from five or fewer 10km squares in Britain and in
danger of extinction.

Red Data Book 2 Vulnerable; currently known from betwen six and ten 10km squares in Britain.
Populations declining and considered likely to become endangered.

Red Data Book 3 Rare; currently known from between 11 and 15 10km squares in Britain. Small,
thinly scattered local populations, but not at present considered to be vulnerable or endangered.

Nationally Scarce A; Very restricted national distribution, recorded from 16 - 30 10km squares in Britain
since 1980.

Nationally Scarce B; Restricted national distriburion, recorded from 31-100 10km squares in Britain since
1980.

Nationally Scarce; Restricted national distribution, recorded from 16-100 10km squares in Britain since
1980.



Note:

A new status review of the Larger Brachycera (Drake 2017) includes new rarity ratings, these are simplified
to ‘Nationally Rare’ and ‘Nationally Scarce’ with definitions as:

Nationally Rare; Native species recorded from 15 or fewer hectads of the Ordnance Survey national grid in
Great Britain since 31st December 1989 and where there is reasonable confidence that exhaustive recoding
would not find them in more than 15 hectads. This category includes species that are probably extinct.

Nationaly Scarce; Native species which are not regarded as Nationally Rare AND which have not been
recorded from more than 100 hectads of the Ordnance Survey national grid of Great Britain since 3 1st
December 1989 and where there is reasonable confidence that exhaustive survey would not find them in
morethan 100 hectads.

1.6 Discussion

Across the two survey areas a remarkable figure of thirty two species were recorded that had not been
present during the previous 2021 survey. Amongst these new species were six Nationally Scarce species,
some of which could have been easily overlooked. Amongst the twenty six other ‘new’ species

were a number of relatively common and widespread species, which are less likely to have previously been
overlooked. Amongst the new scarce species was the Scarce Chaser Dragonfly (Libelula fulva), a species
which has a long history in the Christchurch harbour area. Weather conditions during its early summer
flight period were good during the 2021 survey as they were during this survey so it is a mystery as to why
it had not been previously recorded. A single male was seen on Stanpit Marsh during this survey. Two
further dragonfly species the Emperor (4nax imperator) and the Migrant(Autumn) Hawker (4deshna mixta)
were also recorded as ‘new’ during this survey, the former species is common and widespread in most
habitats during the summer flight period while the latter is a late sumer species that can also be present

in high numbers towards the end of the summer, it may have been missed during the 2021 survey with

the September visit then being early in the month (the 8th Sept) but well within the species’ flight period.
The survey visit during 2025 was later in the month (the 19th Sept) and may explain the species being
recorded as ‘new’. Five butterflies, all relatively common and widespread species were recorded as ‘new’
during the current survey; the Brimstone, Large White, Orange Tip, Small Copper and Small Tortoiseshell
(the latter species has been scarce on the weekly butterfly transect in recent years (Z. Lee pers comms.)
while the fifth species, the Small Heath has been declining in Britain in recent years but still appears to be
relatively widespread in the local areas (pers obs). It is more likely that all of these species were simply
not present during the 1021 survey rather than overlooked, particularly the Brimstone and Large White

(the latter species being an immigrant that occurs in high numbers during some years, the former being

a resident breeding species both a re large and brightly coloured, so rarely overlooked or missed when
flying around). The Small Copper breeds on members of the dock family, of which there is plenty available
across the marsh. Two moth species were noted, although this group was not targetted during either of the
surveys,where species were seen they were noted, both species are relatively distinctive and straightforward
to identify in the field without any special effort, both were recorded on the basis of being casual sightings
and are included here for completeness Three new hoverflies included the relatively widespread early
spring species Dasysyrphus albostriatus on Stanpit marsh which generally occurs in most habitats and
could perhaps have been expected to occur along with Platycheirus peltatus which was a new discovery on
Priory Marsh, this too is a widespread species to be found in most habitats and could have been expected.
The third new hoverfly Volucella zonaria found on Stanpit Marsh has a nominal ‘Nationally Scarce’ rating,
this is a recent colonist to Britain which has become widespread and common in most habitats in recent
years(pers obs), it too could also have been expected to occur here. One new ‘horsefly’ Haematopota



grandis was recorded in numbers on both Stanpit and Priory marshes and given the habitat available could
have been expected, this species is easy to overlook amongst th the equally scarce H. bigoti, and the more
common and abundant H. pluvialis, all three are relatively similar in appearanceand females of all three
species visit mammals including humans to source blood nutrition so can be relatively easy to record when
they are biting your exposed arm or leg but still need critical examination to determine their identity, H.
grandis could easily be overlooked amongst any number of these flies that could be biting at any one time,
only a small sample of those that attacked me were critically examined for a positive identification.

Overall, the discovery of a number of previously unrecorded species highlights the importance of
undertaking repeat surveys over a number of years. The weather during 2025 may have had some impact

on the species recorded being so dry and warm throughout the entire summer period but the continued
stability and safeguarding of the site through the sympathetic management will help maintain the importance
of the site for these species. What this survey does highlight is that Stanpit and Priory marshes are still of
national importance for a number of insect species, species which appear to be supported by relatively stable
populations and assuming there are no major changes to the management of these two areas it is likely

that they will remain so. Future similar survey will help to build a picture of how stable and secure these
populations are.
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