
Robin's Report, June 2026 

1. New wattle fencing has been installed in the Visitor Centre garden to make a softer 
boundary to the forest/school area 

2. A new blackboard has been purchased for the VC and is being painted  with flowers 
(funded by FOSM). It should return soon 

3. Andrew Walker is stepping down from the gardening group and hanging up his trowel 
after many years. We will need to find a suitable person to lead this group going forward 

4. The wording for the three Marsh entry point signs is nearly ready for approval, and will be 
circulated for feedback soon. 

5. Oystercatchers are trying to breed on East Marsh, they have laid two eggs but one has 
rolled away from the other. 

6. The Eagles have not been seen recently in the harbour but we have confirmation that the 
two regulars are both fine, just feeding elsewhere. 

7. One of the bridges along from the iron boat had partially collapsed – this has now been 
repaired. 

8. The new photo board is up in the Visitor Centre . 

9. We have 9 foals so far this season, with several more still to come. 

10. At the moment we have six British White cattle grazing on Priory Marsh until the autumn. 
Cattle will return to Ashtree Meadows very soon. 

11. A CHOG family event is being held at Stanpit on 22 August.  

12. Phil Budd is carrying out a follow up general insect and moth survey within the SANG 
area – Riversmeet, Stanpit Rec etc, funded by BCP. 

13. Line marking has been carried out in the car park – we have also created an extra space 
by moving the cycle racks. 

14. Ringed Plovers are sat on 3 eggs on Mudeford Spit and the Barn Owls at Hengistbury 
have 2 surviving chicks (one fledged on 21 June). See the BCP webcams. 

15. The installation of grip strips on the sloping bits of the wooden sleeper bridges is being 
evaluated and costed. 

16. No update or progress re the Bailey Bridge. The size of any Heritage contribution might 
depend on the authenticity/rarity of the structure.  A Plan B estimate for an "ordinary" 
bridge should really be in place in case the heritage side of funding doesn't materialise. 

 


